
Saint Rafka Maronite

Sunday of the Departed Priests 

In the words of St. Paul, “Where is your sting, oh 
death? Where is your victory, oh Sheol?” (1 Cor. 
15:55, Syriac Peshitta). Because of Christ’s saving 
Incarnation, which we have celebrated in many 
different aspects already this liturgical year, we 
Christians can say death has lost its power, and 
Sheol, where the righteous dead were stuck before 
Christ descended to them, has had its bars ripped 
open. It is a strange thing to hear in a world that 
seems to be encompassed by death. But as 
Christians we know the bodily death is temporary 
for the world to come is greater than the world here 
that will pass away. The Syriac tradition 
understands this well, as we have historically 
dedicated Saturday to praying for the dead, as well 
as the last verse of most hymns. But praying for the 
dead was revealed long before Christ came – both 
praying for the forgiveness of the dead (2 Mac. 
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12:43-46) and asking the dead we know to be holy for their intercession with God (Ex. 
13:19) were already done among the prophets, patriarchs, and Israel. This Sunday of the 
Commemoration of the Priests is the first of three Sundays before the beginning of Great 
Lent where we both venerate the holy departed priests and pray for those not yet in heaven. 
These weeks of commemoration are placed before Great Lent, which is a preparation for 
Easter, for both those in this world and the next have the opportunity for eternal life granted 
by Christ after He destroyed death and Sheol by His resurrection. 

When Christians depart from this world they do not cease to be part of the Church, the 
Body of Christ, and so we continue to be in union with them. Priests are important to 
Christ’s Church in particular, for “[He] chose for Himself earthly priests, gave them authority 
over the treasury of His kingdom, and placed in their hands the keys to His treasury to 
distribute His wealth to the needy” (Trans. from Syriac Maronite Breviary). The treasury of 
God is the abundant and infinite mercy He has for us, and has made available to us through 
the priests, to whom He has given the keys – the sacraments. Each of the sacraments relates 
to the reality of the salvific acts of Christ Himself, such as baptism with the Baptism of our 
Lord at the Jordan or the Body and Blood, the Eucharist, with our Lord’s sacrifice on the 
cross. In fact, we even sing in one hymn to the priests, “Come in peace, our father who 
carries the mysteries of his Lord, and distributes life to the sons of men by his right hand.” 
God has permitted in His mercy that mere men should be consecrated as priests to 
distribute His mercy of eternal life and forgiveness of sin. Today, we recall the priests who 
have passed away laboring in the Lord’s vineyard, and ask those who are already in heaven 
to intercede for our needs before God.  

As the Syriac Father Narsai points out, what is more amazing about God’s mercy is that the 
ability of the priest to bring the sacraments is not dependent on his own holiness but the 
Holy Spirit sanctifying the sacraments. As such, priests are still men, and as any man they 
have sinned. Today, we pray for those who distributed the riches of the treasury of God on 
earth – His mercy, forgiveness of sin, His Body and Blood – who have died, and are now in 
need of our assistance to arrive at the banquet of the kingdom in heaven, which we hope to 
join one day. In the words of the Ginaaz, the rite of the dead, for priests let us pray to our 
God, Lover of Mankind: 

Cast down and humble, Lord, the dark armies who lie in wait in the air, these evil 
spirits who fly in the noontime before the soul of these, Your passed and grieved 
servants. Bring them near to You. May Your power come to their assistance, Your right 
hand to their salvation, and Your victorious cross to their rescue. May Your Body and 
Blood be for their forgiveness, Your rising and resurrection to their renewal, and Your 
banquet and kingdom be for their delight: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to You be glory 
forever. Amen. 

Seminarian Michael Shami 
© 2018 Saint Rafka Maronite Catholic Church, Greer, SC.  

All rights reserved. 



Abouna’s 
Corner

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Well, the great thaw has begun! What a week! Freezing temperatures, snow, ice, mad 
dashes for milk and bread, closed schools, and cancelled Masses and events around 
town - the yearly snowmageddon is now history. Hopefully we can now get back to our 
normal lives and schedules. Just pray that it warms up for a bit! 

I want to thank all who have supported our community in the past year. Your generosity 
allows us to stay on budget and accomplish the work of the Church. To get your 2017 
statement, just email Joseph Chebeir at secretary@saintrafka.org or call him at 
864.469.9119 (9AM-2PM). All of our parishioner data is stored in a program called 
ServantKeeper. Last year, we upgraded our program and somehow, with the upgrade, a 
few files were corrupted. When you get your statement, if there are any errors, just let Joe 
know.  

This Sunday begins our pre-Lenten commemorations. On this first Sunday, we remember 
all of the priests who have served our holy altars. This year, we have our own special 
remembrance of +Father Christopher Henderson to remember during the Liturgy. Pray 
for the men that the Lord called to His service at the altar. Each had his own strengths 
and weaknesses, joys, and sorrows in life. May He now give them the refreshment of His 
Eternal Presence! 

We welcome our substitute organist, Samer Alamat, a Jordanian Latin Rite Catholic to 
Saint Rafka while Charly Van Norden is on vacation. Sam is a great organist and 
classically trained vocalist musician.  

Continue to pray for the many in our 
community who are hospitalized, sick at home 
or cared for in institutions. Pray also for their 
loving caregivers’ health and peace of heart. 

Have a great weekend! See you in Church!  
Salaam!  

Ab. Bart 

Our condolences to Karen Joseph (4 PM) on 
the death of her father, Richard Walsh, this 
past week in Cleveland, OH. May God be 
merciful to Richard and give his wife and 

family comfort and strength. May his memory 
be eternal!

mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org
mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org


Calendar of Events
January 
20, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
21, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
22, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
23, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
24, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
27, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
20, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
21, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
22, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
23, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
24, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
27, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
28, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
29, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
30, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
31, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
1, 5:30 PM, First Thursday Pasta Supper 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come to 
offer the evening sacrifice and ask 
God’s blessing, healing, mercy and 
compassion through these holy 
men and women. Bring a friend!



Vocation to the Priesthood? 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend 
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give 
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).

The winter meeting of the Greenville Deanery Council of Catholic Women will be held 
on Sunday, January 21st at 2:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic 
Church, 307 Gower Street, Greenville, 29611.  The members of the St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Women’s Council will be our host and provide a lunch.  The Deanery Board of 
Directors will meet at 1:00 p.m. in the same location. 
  
Plans for community projects and a spiritual retreat in February are among the items on 
the agenda.  All Affiliate and Individual Members are encouraged to attend.  We also 
invite women from all Upstate parishes to join us and become involved in the work of the 
Deanery. 
  
Contact Greenville Deanery President Susanne Wolfe at susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com or 
864-313-5866 for more information.  GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS!” 
  
Additional information:  The spiritual retreat planned for February is to attend Matthew 
Kelly’s Passion & Purpose event held at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Beaufort, SC.  Additionally, a visit to the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Joyful Hope in Kingstree, SC is planned.  
Please see attached flyer for all details.  You can easily 
include the flyer in your digital bulletins, if you wish. 
  
Please contact me if you have any questions.  We look 
forward to the women of your parish joining us in 
fellowship, inspiration, and God’s work!

2017 Financial Statements 

We thank you for your generosity to Saint Rafka Church. The 2017 Donation Statements 
can be obtained from the church office by calling Joe Chebeir at 864.469.9119 or by 
sending an email to either secretary@saintrafka.org or saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com. 
If you need a printed statement, let Joe know so he can mail it to you or have it in the 
foyer of the church when you come to Liturgy on Sunday. 

mailto:susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com
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Dear Friends,        Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease 
 
Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep 
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant. 
 
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job 
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and 
with more freedom. 
 
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a 
deceased donor kidney.  Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years, 
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years. 
 
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a 
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's 
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling 
pressured in any way. 
 
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are 
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about 
kidney donation: 
 
•  Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life. 
 
•  As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is 
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests. 
 
•  Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you 
more information. 
 
•  Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.  
 
•   Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs 
involving heavy lifting. 

 

What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will 
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate 
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.  
 
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor 
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594. 
 
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the 
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the 
waiting list. 
 
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.  
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski   864-201-2480  Greer, SC    November 25, 2017 

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help 



 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

The Fast of Nineveh for the Chaldean Church of the East begins on January 22 and ends on 
January 24. Let us pray for the people of the East Syrian Churches who observe this holy fast to 
prepare for the coming of Great Lent.

http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org


Prayer List

Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin, 
Maurice Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art 
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy 
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar, 
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger, 
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex, 
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley 
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, Chuck 
Wilson, George Vargo, Dan 
Steinker, Irma Galvan, Mary Cleary, 
Joe Lemire, Mary Anne McAfee, 
Tish Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M. 
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family, 
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
Moe Mercier, Joan Bussemey, 
Special Intention by Abouna, Bob 
Brown, Joe Durham, Michael Bays, 
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin, Susan 
Connor, Bill Hines, Beth Banks, 
Andrea Fiorni-Frazier, Shawn 
Sexton, Robert Mercier, James and 
Kaleigh, Mark Pelletier, Antonella, 
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon, 
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, 
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma 
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine 
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton, 
Cindy Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth 
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, Special 
Intention of MKS, Janice Radich, 
Paula Lemire, Becky Jarvis, Lillian 
Moon, Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard, 
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne Valencia, 
Sister Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Adelaide George, Beverley Davis, 
Maryanne Polidoro, John Fender,  
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas Shaluly  

Someone in need of prayer? Let me 
know! 

Saints We Celebrate
January 22, Saint Timothy, Disciple of Saint Paul 
 Fast of Nineveh Begins 
January 23, Fast of Nineveh 
January 24, Fast of Nineveh
January 25, Conversion of Saint Paul
January 28, Saint Ephrem, Confessor (+373)
February
February 2, Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple
February 5, Saint Agatha, Martyr
February 9, Saint Maron
February 12, Saint Melatius of Antioch, Confessor
February 15, Coptic Martyrs of Libya, 2015 (See 
special icon in icon file) (description in Bonian File)
February 18, Pope Saint Leo I, Confessor



January 20 & 21 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Dort & George Andy & Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM +Salim Khater Antoine & Ramza Sleiman 
Richard & Afaf Sleiman

Sunday, 7 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Marie & Steve Andy & Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of John & Sharon Andy & Ceil Frisari

January 27 & 28

Saturday, 4 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Rosie Andy & Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM Montaha Sabbagh Afaf & Richard Skleiman 
Nadia & Nabil Achi

Sunday, 7 PM Chris Beckman Birthday Wishes Susan and Dan Beckman

Wednesday, 7 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Larry & Elaine Andy & Ceil Frisari

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Sunday of the Priests 1 Tim. 4:6-16 Luke 12:42-48

English Paula Howard-Casby

Arabic Joseph Chebeir

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 
The Sanctuary Candle burns in honor of and for the intentions of Jan 
Linsky by Dr. John and Mrs. Joanna Davis. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

January 14 Saturday 
4 PM

Sunday  
11 AM

Sunday  
7 PM

Total Budget 
per week

+/- Wed.  
7 PM

People 54 62 45 161 170 -9 0

Collection $1194.00 $1313.00 $656.00 $3163.00 $2,800.00 $363.00 0

Average  per person $22.11 $21.18 $14.58 $19.65 Holy Hour 0

Building Fund 0 0 0 0 Ramsho 3

Average 0 0 0 3163 YTD $5979.00

Average Attendance 56 72 44 172 0

Attendance Year to Date 

4:00 PM   112 
11:00 AM   144 
7:00 PM     89 
Sunday Total  345 
Wednesday 7 PM    14 
First Sunday        21 
Ramsho       6 

Offerings

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through donations each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

January 14 519 377 42.9%

January 7 520 363 35.3%

Difference 1 14 7.6%

Will return next week!



Scripture Readings for Sunday 

I Timothy 4:6-16 

If you will give these instructions to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the 

words of the faith and of the sound teaching you have followed. Avoid profane and silly myths. Train yourself 

for devotion, for, while physical training is of limited value, devotion is valuable in every respect, since it holds 

a promise of life both for the present and for the future. This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance. 

For this we toil and struggle, because we have set our hope on the living God, who is the savior of all, 

especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one have contempt for your 

youth, but set an example for those who believe, in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. Until I arrive, 

attend to the reading, exhortation, and teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you 

through the prophetic word with the imposition of hands of the presbyterate. Be diligent in these matters, be 

absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to everyone. Attend to yourself and to your teaching; 

persevere in both tasks, for by doing so you will save both yourself and those who listen to you. 

Luke 12:42-48 

And the Lord replied, “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of 

his servants to distribute [the] food allowance at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on 

arrival finds doing so. Truly, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if that servant says to 

himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming, and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and 

drink and get drunk, then that servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour and 

will punish him severely and assign him a place with the unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will 

but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will shall be beaten severely, and the servant who was 

ignorant of his master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe 

beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required of the 

person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the 

person entrusted with more. 



An Old Testament Reflection for the Sunday

Job 1:1-12 

In the land of Uz there was a blameless and upright man named Job, who feared 
God and avoided evil. Seven sons and three daughters were born to him; and he 
had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, 
five hundred she-donkeys, and a very large household, so that he was greater 
than anyone in the East. His sons used to take turns giving feasts, sending 
invitations to their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when each feast 
had run its course, Job would send for them and sanctify them, rising early and 
offering sacrifices for every one of them. For Job said, “It may be that my 
children have sinned and cursed* God in their hearts.” Job did this habitually. 

One day, when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 
Satan also came among them. The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you been?” 
Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Roaming the earth and patrolling it.” 
The LORD said to Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? There is no one on 
earth like him, blameless and upright, fearing God and avoiding evil.” Satan 
answered the LORD and said, “Is it for nothing that Job is God-fearing? Have you 
not surrounded him and his family and all that he has with your protection? You 
have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock are spread over the land. But 
now put forth your hand and touch all that he has, and surely he will curse you to 
your face.” The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, all that he has is in your power; 
only do not lay a hand on him.” So Satan went forth from the presence of the 
LORD. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/job/1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/job/1


Books for Prisoners 

Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only 
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into 
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a 
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help 
and assistance! 

Attention all women of the diocese of Charleston! Magnificat-Greenville, 
SC Chapter is hosting its next meal on Saturday, February 10, 2018, 9am 
to Noon, at Hilton Greenville, 45 West Orchard Park Dr., Greenville, SC 
29615. Join us for fellowship, praise and worship, and be inspired by our 
guest speaker Donna Buzzell. Come hear how the Lord turned Donna from 
a bitter and rebellious woman to a woman full of the Holy Spirit and 
devoted to serving Him. For more information go to our  www.magnificat-
ministry.org under Chapter Webpages. Tickets are $25 and may be 
purchased by mailing a check payable to Magnificat-Greenville. Along with 
payment, please include your name, phone number, email, home address, 
and parish, and mail to Beth Snyder, 151 Lake Lyman Heights, Lyman 
SC 29365 by January 31st.  Reserve your ticket early as seating is limited. 
For more information call Lucille Irving 864-967-7463. 

http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/


Fast of Nineveh (Classical Syriac: ܒܥܘܬܐ ܕܢܝܢܘ̈ܝܐ Bā'ūṯā d-Nīnwāyē, literally 
"Petition of the Ninevites"), is a three-day fast starting the second Monday before 
Clean Monday from Sunday Midnight to Wednesday noon during which 
participants abstain from all kinds of dairy foods and meat products and which 
commemorates the three days that the Prophet Jonah spent in the belly of the 
Great Fish and the subsequent fast and repentance of the Ninevites at the warning 
message of the prophet Jonah according to the bible. The fast originated in the 
Church of the East and later spread to the Oriental Orthodox churches, including 
the Coptic and Armenian Churches.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Syriac_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineveh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Apostolic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Syriac_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineveh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Apostolic_Church


Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 

January
20, Elizabeth Gallagher
21, Zaid Qattan
21, Ramza Sleiman
21, Michael Yammine
23, Yvonne Maroun
25, Katia Ashy
28, Limour Hanna Salfiti
28, Carrie Wein
28, Chris Beckman
28, Caroline Washnock
28, Matthew Washnock
28, Carrie Yammine

Anniversaries
February
7, George and Huda Yacu
9, Billy and Helen Rouch
14, Bill and Mary Anne McAfee
19, Leroy and Marie Howard

Necrology
+Evelyn Ghannam, January 20, 2010
+Madeline Majeed Issa, January 28, 2008 
+Michael Gorgis Issa, February 13, 2014
+Sylvia Lufty Jebaily, February 13, 2015
+Tasha Georges Greige, February 14, 2015

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
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